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The aim of "International Centre for Christian Studies" at the Orthodox Church
of Georgia is to restore harmonic cooperation between religion and science.
Since 2002 the main directions of the Scientific Centre's activities have been
the following:

1. Scientific symposia, conferences and seminars;

2. Scientific expeditions;

3. The course of elucidatory lectures;

4. Scientific research of Georgian Language and cooperation with foreign

scientists;
5. Publication and popularization of scientific results of the Centre.

The Organizing Committee of the Fifth International Symposium welcomes the

participants and the guests of the symposium and wishes you success in your
religious and scientific activity.

The Organizing Committee




THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
“TRADITION OF THE THEOTOKOS' VENERATION
IN ORTHODOX CHURCH"

CEREMONIAL OPENING OF THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM, WORK OF THE SECTIONS AND "ROUND TABLE"
CLOSING OF THE SYMPOSIUM

Courtyard by Marriott Hotel, Conference Hall

13 MAY

11.00 — Public prayer in Iveria Holy Mary Church (which is in the building process) on
Makhata Mountain.

12.00—Plenary session.

16.00 — Work of'the sections - First and second parts.

14-15 MAY
Pilgrimage to Eastern Georgia (Kutaisi, Batumi and Zugdidi).
16 MAY

11.00 - Work of the sections - First and second parts.
17.00-"Round Table" - evaluation of the results of the Symposium.
Closing of the Fifth International Symposium.

13 MAY

The Fifth International Symposium - "Tradition of the Theotokos' Veneration in
Orthodox Church" Ceremonial opening
Courtyard by Marriott Hotel, Conference Hall

12.00
PLENARY SESSION

Opening speech:

Chair of "International Centre for Christian Studies" at the Orthodox Church of
Georgia, Academician David Muskhelishvili.

Greetings:

His Holiness and Beatitude, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, Ilia II.

Prime-Minister of Georgia, His Excellency, Mr Irakli Gharibashvili.
Chair of the Parliament of Georgia, His Excellency, Mr David Usupashvili.

Representative of the World Patriarchate, Bishop of Abydos, His Eminence
Kyrrilos (Katerelos).

President of Georgian National Academy of Sciences, Academician Giorgi
Kvesitadze.

Report:

“Holy Virgin Mary and Spiritual Values" — His Eminence, Metropolitan of
Sachkhere and Chiatura, Daniel (Datuashvili).
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WORK OF THE SECTIONS OF THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

13 MAY
SECTION I. THEOLOGY

Chairman of the section: His Eminence, Metropolitan of Poti and Khobi,
Grigol (Berbichashvili).

Co-chairmen: Archpriest Josef Zeteishvili, Nicolae Dura

Time-limit:
Report: 15 minutes, Discussion: 5 minutes

e
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n
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n 4
5
6
7
8
9

16.00

. Representative of the World Patriarchate, Bishop of Abydos, His Eminence

Kyrrilos (Katerelos) (Turkey) - The Honor of the Theotokos on Mount Athos.
Archpriest Josef Zeteishvili (Lithuania) - The Holy Virgin Mary and
National-Religion Identity of Georgians.

. Monk Elia Khalife (Great Britain) - The Theotokos and the Eucharist: an

Orthodox Perspective.

. Catalina Mititelu (Romania) - The Virgin Mary in the ,,Baptismal Symbols” of

the Pre-Nicene Church.

. Pastor Robert Scudieri (The USA)- Belief and Being (Orthodox and Lutheran

Understandings of the Theotokos).
BREAK
18.00

. Priest Porphyrios Georgi (Lebanon) - The Theotokos as Prototype of Spiritual

Life according to Saint Gregory Palamas.

. Abbess Diodora (Greece) - The Theotokos: Monastic Ideal and Intercessor.
. Edisher Chelidze (Georgia) - On Allotment of Kartli (Georgia) to Mother of God.
. Eirini Artemi (Greece) - The Modulation of the Term THEOTOKOS from the

Fathers of 2™ Century to Cyril of Alexandria.

10. Nicolae Duri (Romania) - The Mariology of the Pre-Nicene Church. The

X

Testimonies of Some Fathers and Theologians of Greek and Latin Language.

13 MAY
SECTION II. HISTORY

Chairman of the section: His Eminence, Metropolitan of Rustavi, Ioane
(Gamrekeli)

Co-chairmen: Archpriest Vladimir Vorobyov, Giorgi Kalandia

Time-limit:
Report: 15 minutes
Discussion: 5 minutes

N

9.

16.00

. His Eminence, Metropolitan of Senaki, Chkhorotsku and Australia, Shio

(Mujiri) (Georgia) - For the Worship of the Holy Virgin Mary in Senaki
Monasteries: in Teklati Convent and “Archangels' Island” Monastery.

. Archpriest Vladimir Vorobyov (Russia) - The Worship of the Mother of God

in the Russian Orthodox Church in the 20" Century.

. Asmat Okropiridze (Georgia) - For the AtskuriIcon of the Holy Virgin Mary.
. Priestmonk Vissarion Zografski (Greece, Holy Mount Athos) - Veneration of

the Theotokos in the Monastery Zograf, Holy Mount Athos, in Connection
with Her Miracles in Zograf for the Last 10 Centuries.

. Andrei Efimov (Russia) - Some Traditions of Veneration of the Theotokos in

Modern Russia.

BREAK
18.00

. Archpriest Nikolay Sokolov (Russia) - The Eager Protectress of Christian

People.

. Nana Khazaradze (Georgia) - The Theotokos' Girdle and Georgia.
. Natalia Chugreeva (Russia) - Veneration Tradition of the Icon of Our Lady of

Kazan in Russia and in Modern World.
Jon Seligman (Israel) - A Wall Painting of the Deésis from the Abbey of the
Virgin Mary, Gethsemane, Jerusalem.

10. Giorgi Kalandia (Georgia) - The Dadiani Palace and the Robe of the Theotokos.



16 MAY
SECTION II. HISTORY

Chairman of the section: His Eminence, Metropolitan of Rustavi, Ioane
(Gamrekeli)
Co-chairmen: Archpriest Victor Potapov, Eldar Bubulashvili

Time-limit:
Report: 15 minutes
Discussion: 5 minutes

e

8.

9.

11.00

. Archpriest Victor Potapov (The USA) - The Myrrh-Streaming Iveron Icons of

the Theotokos & Br. Joseph Munoz-Cortes.

. Archpriest Alexander Saltikov (Russia) - Veneration of the Holy Virgin Mary

in Russia in the Middle of 18th Century.

. Shlomit Weksler-Bdolah (Israel) - Theotokos Adoration in the Holy City of

Jerusalem in the Early Byzantine Period.

. Priest Igor Ivanov (Russia) - The Veneration of the Theotokos in Byzantium.
. Giorgi Alibegashvili (Georgia) - The "Sun Risen Truth” and Saint Nino.

BREAK
13.00

. Archpriest Dimitri Kalachev (Germany) - The Hodegetria of the Russian

Diaspora. Tradition of Germany Eparchy.

. Eka Dughashvili (Georgia) - The Theme of Dormition of Virgin Mary in

Hymnographic Manuscripts of Mount Sinai.

Archimandrite Mihail Stanciu (Romania) - The Holy Theotokos in the Piety
of Saint Anthimos the Iberian.

Ia Melnikova (Russia) - From the History of Veneration of the Mother of God
by Schema-Hegumene Thamar (Marjanishvili).

10. Nino (Nunu) Mindadze (Georgia)-The Theotokos and Georgian Traditional

Medicine.

11. Eldar Bubulashvili (Georgia) - Iberia Falling to the Lot of the Mother of God

(Historical and Source Study Analysis).

16 MAY
SECTION III. CULTURE

Chairman of the section: His Eminence, Metropolitan of Akhalkalaki and
Kumurdo, Nikoloz (Pachuashvili)

Co-chairmen: Priest Maxim Vlad, Mariam Didebulidze
Time-limit:

Report: 15 minutes
Discussion: 5 minutes

11.00

. Monk Patapios Kavsokalybitis (Greece, Holy Mount Athos) — Tradition of

Arriving of Saint Mother of God to Mount Athos as the Initial Source of the
Theotokos' Veneration by the Monks of the Holy Mountain.

. Larissa Gustova (Belarus) - Chants for the Theotokos in the Belarusian

Orthodox Musical Tradition.

. Stephen J. Shoemaker (The USA) - Veneration of the Virgin Mary in the Early

Jerusalem Liturgy: The Evidence of the Georgian Jerusalem Chantbook.

. Mariam Didebulidze (Georgia) — Tradition of Depiction of the Theotokos in

Medieval Georgian Art.

Nestan Sulava (Georgia) - Interpretation of the Holy Virgin's Image in
Georgian Hymnography and in David Guramishvili's Poetry — “The
Lamentation of the Virgin.”

BREAK
13.00

. Alessandro Maria Bruni (Italy) - An Old Georgian lambic Translation of the

Song of Songs as an Encomium to the Holy Mother of God in the Vienna
Codex No. 4.

. Nana Burchuladze (Georgia) - Imagery Essence of the Icon of Zarzma

Theotokos.



8. Priest Maxim Vlad (Romania) - Devotion to the Mother of God Expressed by
Romanian People in His Own Dialect Popular.

9. Ia Ghadua (Georgia) - Parallel Imagery Symbols of the Theotokos and Eva in
Religious Poetry.

10. Medea Burduli, Lali Mghebrishvili (Georgia) — The Theotokos — Protector
of Mother and Child Relation (In Georgian Ethnographic Life).

11. Tinatin Gamtsemlidze (Georgia) - Ancient Icons of the Theotokos and
Tradition of Dormition Festival in Rome.

17.00

"Round Table" - Evaluation of the results of the Symposium.

Closing of the Fifth International Symposium.

Courtyard by Marriott Hotel
Conference Hall




